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Meaning in thought and language

“The term “theory of meaning” has figured, in one way or another, in a great number of philosophical disputes over the last half-century. Unfortunately, this term has also been used to mean a great number of different things. 

Here I focus on two sorts of “theory of meaning.” The first sort of theory — a semantic theory — is a theory which assigns semantic contents to expressions of a language. Approaches to semantics may be divided according to whether they assign propositions as the meanings of sentences and, if they do, what view they take of the nature of these propositions”. \4\
The second sort of theory — a foundational theory of meaning — is a theory which states the facts in virtue of which expressions have the semantic contents that they have. Approaches to the foundational theory of meaning may be divided into theories which do, and theories which do not, explain the meanings of expressions of a language used by a group in terms of the contents of the mental states of members of that group.

“This philosophical treatise on the foundations of semantics is a systematic effort to clarify, deepen and defend the classical doctrine that words are conventional signs of mental states, principally thoughts and ideas, and that meaning consists in their expression. This expression theory of meaning is developed by carrying out the Gricean programme, explaining what it is for words to have meaning in terms of speaker meaning, and what it is for a speaker to mean something in terms of intention. But Grice’s own formulations are rejected and alternatives developed. The foundations of the expression theory are explored at length, and the author develops the theory of thought as a fundamental cognitive phenomenon distinct from belief and desire, argues for the thesis that thoughts have parts, and identifies ideas or concepts with parts of thoughts”. \1\
“The Language of Thought Hypothesis (LOTH) postulates that thought and thinking take place in a mental language. This language consists of a system of representations that is physically realized in the brain of thinkers and has a combinatorial syntax (and semantics) such that operations on representations are causally sensitive only to the syntactic properties of representations. According to LOTH, thought is, roughly, the tokening of a representation that has a syntactic (constituent) structure with an appropriate semantics. Thinking thus consists in syntactic operations defined over such representations. Most of the arguments for LOTH derive their strength from their ability to explain certain empirical phenomena like productivity and systematicity of thought and thinking”.\2\
“The Language of thought hypothesis applies to thoughts which have propositional content, and as such is not meant to describe everything that goes on in the mind. However, the aim of the theory is to accurately describe the way in which our thoughts relate by providing a semantic structure for our thoughts. In the most basic form, the theory states that thought follows the same rules as language; thought has syntax. In order for the theory to accomplish this, it must claim that the linguistic tokens used in mental language must be simple concepts; of course, these simple concepts taken together with logical rules can be manipulated to form significantly more complex concepts”.\3\
There are above mentioned theses of different authors relating to the theme given “Meaning in thought and language”. But what is it justly the meaning? First, it is thought to be the main question on the way to give interpretation to our point of view. Second, try to assume different views and picture our canvas of prepositions.
According to definition given in a particular source \5\,

“meaning· n.

1. Something that is conveyed or signified; sense or significance.

2. Something that one wishes to convey, especially by language: The writer's meaning was obscured by his convoluted prose.

3. An interpreted goal, intent, or end: "The central meaning of his pontificate is to restore papal authority" (Conor Cruise O'Brien).

4. Inner significance: "But who can comprehend the meaning of the voice of the city?" (O. Henry).

adj.

1. Full of meaning; expressive.

2. Disposed or intended in a specified manner. Often used in combination: a well-meaning fellow; ill-meaning intentions.

Synonyms: meaning, acceptation, import, sense, significance, signification

These nouns refer to the idea conveyed by something, such as a word, action, gesture, or situation: Synonyms are words with the same or nearly the same meaning. In one of its acceptations value is a technical term in music. The import of his statement is ambiguous. The term anthropometry has only one sense. The significance of a green traffic light is widely understood. Linguists have determined the hieroglyphics' signification.

\The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fourth Edition copyright ©2000 by Houghton Mifflin Company. Updated in 2009. Published by Houghton Mifflin Company. All rights reserved.\

meaning 
n

1. the sense or significance of a word, sentence, symbol, etc.; import; semantic or lexical content

2. the purpose underlying or intended by speech, action, etc.

3. the inner, symbolic, or true interpretation, value, or message the meaning of a dream

4. valid content; efficacy a law with little or no meaning

5. (Philosophy) Philosophy

a.  the sense of an expression; its connotation

b.  the reference of an expression; its denotation. In recent philosophical writings meaning can be used in both the above senses 
adj

expressive of some sense, intention, criticism, etc. a meaning look See also well-meaning”\5\
Thus, we have a lot of significances of definition of the meaning many of which are interrelated to the other principal definition of our theme such as “thought” and “language”.
In conclusion, we want to say that there are some disputes relating to the concepts of above mentioned categories. These disputes are expected to be in the future because as many other philosophical categories have a tendency to be discussed, deepen and developed.
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